English 4 Semester 1 
Unit 1 – Beowulf: Exploring Motivation through Heroism 
Persuasive Essay and Speech Video - Overview
You have read the following three speeches by Beowulf:  

· His speech before he battles Grendel in Denmark
· His speech before he seeks revenge against Grendel’s mother
· His speech before he enters his final battle against the dragon

Consider what you have explored about human motivations and write a multi-paragraph persuasive essay that addresses the following question:
 
Are Beowulf’s motives selfless or selfish?

Review carefully why Beowulf enters each battle.  Is he acting selflessly to help and protect other people, or is he entering battle simply to win glory for himself?

There is no single answer to the question about Beowulf’s motives, so readers may argue either way.  Your task is to decide for yourself whether he is selfish or selfless.  Then, you must argue your opinion strongly.

The essay should begin with an interesting introduction that presents a clear, strong thesis. The body of the essay should include focused, organized  paragraphs that refer to all three battles. Blend, discuss, and cite at least one quotation from each speech that supports your opinion. The essay should also include a concluding paragraph that does not simply repeat what you have already stated. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]A simple, yet effective, way to organize this essay is to write a developed paragraph about each of Beowulf’s three speeches, focusing on whether or not he is selfless or selfish in each case. 

Part I - Persuasive Essay: In writing this essay, you will follow a writing process that involves planning your essay, producing a carefully proofread rough draft, and then revising and editing your draft according to your teacher’s feedback. Your essay will include a Works Cited page where you will include the source information of the version of Beowulf that you are reading. You are not required to consult any outside sources for this assignment, but if you do choose to research and evaluate ideas from others who have considered this question, you must credit those sources in your essay and include them in your Works Cited page as well. Review the following MLA guidelines:
MLA Example Paper
A Guide to Using MLA Format - PC
A Guide to Using MLA Format - Mac
A Guide to Quoting and Citing Sources
A Guide to Using EasyBib.com
Part II - Persuasive Speech: Once your completed, polished final draft has been submitted, you will film a video of yourself delivering your essay as a persuasive speech. Remember, you will be making a speech: if you simply read your essay into the camera, you will not be very persuasive to your audience (your teacher). Be sure to look carefully over the speech rubric as you prepare to film your video so that you will know what is expected, and watch the provided examples of well-known persuasive speeches.
Look over the Persuasive Appeals and Devices Presentation if you have not already done so.
To begin working on your essay, go to the next assignment, read the instructions carefully, and begin.
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